
People living in Eastbourne and the surrounding towns and villages deserve 
a hospital that provides them with the care they need now and in the future. 

But over the last two years, the NHS has opted to centralise hospital 
services. Some of our essential services - consultant-led maternity, 
paediatrics, emergency surgery, orthopaedics and trauma – have moved 
to Hastings. At the same time stroke services have been centralised  
in Eastbourne. 

So what about the people who cannot access the services? Using public 
transport to reach the Conquest Hospital in Hastings can take up to two 
hours, while a car on the often congested A259 can take an hour or more. 

Hastings residents needing stroke services have the same challenge  
in getting to Eastbourne.

Didn’t we win the fight for Maternity in 2008?
Yes we did. The Health Secretary set up an independent inquiry and in 
2008 it concluded that Eastbourne maternity services should not be 
downgraded to a midwife-led unit.

Local NHS management appear to be completely ignoring this ruling.  
In May 2013, maternity was downgraded as a “temporary” measure  
and in June, local NHS managers made this a permanent move.

Can anything be done?
We are calling once again on the Health Secretary to set up an independent 
inquiry to investigate the downgrading of maternity and the centralisation 
of other core services. 

But to do this, we need to show the Health Secretary the strength of 
feeling among residents in this 320,000-strong catchment area. Please 
sign our petition and add your voice. If we shout loud enough, our voices 
will be heard in the corridors of power at Westminster. 

Is there a chance the inquiry will agree with the NHS changes?
Yes. And if it does, we will accept their decision. But if the inquiry agrees 
with our view, we will demand Maternity services and all the other core 
services which have been removed are reinstated as soon as possible. 
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Why we
need your support



In May 2013, the local NHS Trust centralised consultant-led maternity 
services for the area at the Conquest Hospital in Hastings, leaving only a 
midwifery unit at the DGH. At the same time it stopped overnight care for 
children at the Eastbourne hospital. We were assured these changes were 
for a period of just 18 months. 

The East Sussex Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), the organisation 
which commissions NHS services, launched a review of permanent 
services for maternity, paediatrics and emergency gynaecology in  
East Sussex. 

It drew up six options, none of which included consultant- delivered 
services in both Eastbourne and Hastings. 

The Save the DGH Campaign launched an alternative proposal, Option 7, 
for the CCGs to consider. Option 7 keeps consultant-led maternity services, 
emergency gynaecology and in-patient paediatrics at both hospitals. 

Our proposal also maintains a Level One special care baby unit and a short 
stay paediatric assessment unit at the DGH AND the Conquest. It also goes 
further by stating that all core services, like emergency general surgery and 
emergency orthopaedics, which have recently been removed, are needed 
and should be provided at the Eastbourne DGH. 

Option 7 is effectively what the Health Secretary agreed we should have  
in Eastbourne to service the town’s growing population.

The CCGs chose Option 6, which keeps consultant-led services for 
maternity and paediatrics only at the Conquest Hospital. 

People in Eastbourne and the nearby towns and villages now have to  
travel to Hastings for this care, with an average total transfer time of 
1 hour 34 minutes from the DGH to the Conquest. This far exceeds 
acceptable safety limits for many interventions such as emergency 
Caesarean sections.

What does the future hold?
If we lose this battle, we will continue to witness mums giving birth in  
lay-bys and the weak and elderly having to cope with the discomfort of  
a long journey for treatment. Our greatest fear is that – sooner or later – 
the journey time will lead to a fatality. 

Please support us by signing the petition. We need your help today  
more than ever before. And as always, please let us know if you or  
anyone you know has experienced difficulties in accessing any essential 
hospital services

For more information visit www.savethedgh.org.uk
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